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come together as one community to meet our
challenges.

Our Nation’s leaders understood this a
quarter-century ago when they launched the
modern era of environmental protection with
the National Environmental Policy Act.
NEPA’s authors understood that environ-
mental protection, economic opportunity,
and social responsibility are interrelated.
NEPA determined that the Federal Govern-
ment should work in concert with State and
local governments and citizens ‘‘to create and
maintain conditions under which man and
nature can exist in productive harmony, and
fulfill the social, economic, and other re-
quirements of present and future generations
of Americans.’’

We’ve made great progress in 25 years as
we’ve sought to live up to that challenge. As
we look forward to the next 25 years of envi-
ronmental progress, we do so with a renewed
determination. Maintaining and enhancing
our environment, passing on a clean world
to future generations, is a sacred obligation
of citizenship. We all have an interest in
clean air, pure water, safe food, and pro-
tected national treasures. Our environment
is, literally, our common ground.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 19, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Budget Rescission

March 19, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report one proposed rescis-
sion of budgetary resources, totaling $10 mil-
lion.

The proposed rescission affects the De-
partment of Energy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 19, 1997.

Statement on Signing the Victim
Rights Clarification Act of 1997
March 19, 1997

Today I have signed into law H.R. 924,
the ‘‘Victim Rights Clarification Act of 1997,’’
to ensure that victims of crime and their fam-
ilies will not be prevented from attending a
criminal trial in Federal court simply because
they intend to exercise their right to give a
statement during a sentencing hearing, once
guilt has been decided. I commend the Con-
gress for responding to the initiative led by
crime victims and their families, and by a
bipartisan group of State attorneys general.
As I have said before, when someone is a
victim, he or she should be at the center of
the criminal justice process, not on the out-
side looking in. The Act, of course, does not
limit the courts’ authority and obligation to
protect the defendant’s right to a fair trial
under the due process clause.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 19, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 924, approved March 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–6. This statement was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 20.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Martti
Ahtisaari of Finland in Helsinki
March 20, 1997

President’s Visit
Q. Mr. President, what did you think of

President Yeltsin’s conciliatory remarks on
his arrival here?

The President. I was quite encouraged.
I felt good about it. I’m looking forward to
the meeting. And I thank President Ahtisaari
for making it possible for us to be here.

Q. Are you finding—how are you finding
a bum knee? Is that compatible with inter-
national diplomacy?

The President. So far we’re doing all
right. My knee and I are getting around pret-
ty well.
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NOTE: The exchange began at 5:48 p.m. in the
Yellow Room at the Presidential Palace. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Statement on the Tentative
Agreement in the Dispute Between
American Airlines and the Allied
Pilots Association
March 20, 1997

I am pleased by the announcement yester-
day that the negotiating teams for American
Airlines and the Allied Pilots Association
have reached a tentative agreement on their
longstanding labor dispute. This tentative
agreement will be presented on Friday to the
APA board of directors for approval and sub-
sequent ratification by the union member-
ship.

I want to commend the management of
American Airlines and the leadership of the
Allied Pilots Association for their commit-
ment to each other and to the traveling pub-
lic. I think it speaks well of the parties and
their intentions that this tentative agreement
was reached more than 5 weeks before the
April 28 ‘‘cooling off’’ deadline. When labor
and management work together, as they did
here, U.S. industries are better able to main-
tain their prominent positions in the global
marketplace.

I also want to thank Presidential Emer-
gency Board Chairman Robert Harris and
the other members of the panel, Helen Witt
and Anthony Sinicropi, for their dedication
and hard work. This settlement would not
have been possible without their leadership
and oversight.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Sarin Gas Attack in Tokyo, Japan
March 20, 1997

Two years ago terrorists launched a cow-
ardly chemical attack in Tokyo’s subways that
took 12 lives and injured thousands more.
Today we join with the people of Japan in
remembering their pain and loss.

This tragic anniversary also reminds us that
we must do everything possible to protect
Americans from the threat of a similar terror-

ist outrage. That includes ratifying the
Chemical Weapons Convention, a step that
Japan’s Diet took within a month of the at-
tack in Tokyo. And just this week, the treaty
was submitted to Russia’s Duma for ratifica-
tion. We still have not ratified. It would be
harmful to our national interests if the Unit-
ed States, which led the way in developing
this treaty, was on the outside, not the inside,
when it comes into operation on April 29.

The Chemical Weapons Convention will
help to thwart chemical terrorists in several
important ways. It will eliminate their largest
potential source of chemical weapons by
mandating the destruction of existing chemi-
cal weapon stockpiles. It will make it more
difficult for terrorists to gain access to chemi-
cals that can be used to make chemical weap-
ons. It will tie the United States into a global
intelligence and information network that
can help provide early warning of terrorist
plans for a chemical attack. It will give our
law enforcement new authority at home to
investigate and prosecute anyone seeking to
acquire chemical weapons or to use them
against innocent civilians.

Just as no law prevents every crime, no
treaty is foolproof. But the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention will help make our citizens
more secure. It will also help protect our sol-
diers by requiring member nations to destroy
their chemical weapons, a step that we are
already taking under U.S. law.

These overwhelming benefits explain why
America’s military leaders and Presidents of
both parties have strongly supported the rati-
fication of this treaty. As we remember the
terrible toll that sarin gas took in Tokyo 2
years ago, I urge the Senate to help protect
our citizens and soldiers and strengthen our
fight against terror by ratifying the Chemical
Weapons Convention now.

Statement on Senate Action on
Certification of Mexico
March 20, 1997

I welcome the Senate action endorsing
greater cooperation with Mexico and other
nations in our hemisphere in the common
fight against the scourge of drugs. The reso-
lution approved today represents bipartisan
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